THE MAN I KNEW

within a hundred yards of it. Passing through Merville and
Estaires we followed the road to La Bassee and saw the dis-
tillery where the great struggle in 1915 had taken place. The
ground there was very boggy and the Germans must have
had a difficult time. Severe fighting had also taken place
round Rue d'Ouvert, Violaines and Givenchy, all of which
we passed through. After driving through La Bassee and
Haines we saw St. filoi, which was captured in 1915 but lost
again later. We went up on to a hill and looked down on
Vermelles, Rocroi Farm and the Hohenzollern Redoubt.
Loos lay down in the hollow and we could see over the edge
of Hulluch, "Hill 70" and "Tower Bridge". Then we went
on to Lens. There the havoc was terrible. An enormous
town laid flat. We saw and talked to a number of poor people
searching in the ruins presumably for their belongings. The
town looked as if it had been about the size of Manchester
and must at one time have been a flourishing community
with all its coal mines. We continued our journey south to
Vimy Ridge, which the Canadians had captured in April
1917. Thence we proceeded past Thelus, Gavrelle and Pont
du Jour, from which we could see Monchy-le-Preux and
Tilloy Wood in the distance, on to Arras, Delville, Beau-
metz, and finally arrived at Bavincourt, where we were
going to stay. Here Douglas had his headquarters during
the latter part of the fighting at Arras. At the beginning of
the battle of Arras he was at Henchin in the St. Pol area.
Arras itself was not nearly so knocked about as Lens.

Douglas's headquarters at Bavincourt was a fine chateau
with big rooms and most comfortable. The house was being
run by a servant and her two daughters, who were expecting
their mistress home in a few days.

On the 27th of March, Douglas unfortunately had to leave
us, to go to Cologne and Brussels. Colonel Heseltine went
with him and Captain Morton came to join us and act as our
guide. We retraced our route of the previous afternoon,
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